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ATTACHMENT II: Standard Insurance and Licensing Requirements for 

BCFSC Projects

Contractor shall procure and maintain for the duration of this contract, insurance against 
claims for injuries to persons or damages to property that may arise from or be in connection 
with the performance of the work hereunder by Contractor, Contractor’s agents, 
representatives, employees and subcontractors.

Before the commencement of work, Contractor shall submit Certificates of Insurance and 
Endorsements evidencing that Contractor has obtained the following forms of coverage and 
minimal amounts specified:

MINIMUM SCOPE OF INSURANCE.

Commercial General Liability coverage.
Automobile Liability Insurance – standard coverage offered by insurance carriers licensed to
sell auto liability insurance in California.
Workers’ Compensation Insurance as required by the Labor code and Employers Liability
insurance.

MINIMUM LIMITS OF INSURANCE.

General Liability:  
At least $1,000,000 combined single limit per occurrence coverage for products and completed 
operations, bodily injury, personal injury, and property damage, plus an annual aggregate of at least 
$2,000,000. If a general aggregate limit is used, then either the general aggregate limit shall apply 
separately to this project/location, or the general aggregate limit shall be twice the required per 
occurrence limit. The contractor or contractor’s insurance carrier shall notify BCFSC if incurred losses
covered by the policy exceed 50% of the annual aggregate limit.

Automobile Liability: 

1) Commercial Automobile Liability: Covering any auto (Code 1) for corporate/business
owned vehicles, or if Contractor has no owned autos, covering hired (Code 8) and non-
owned autos (Code 9), with limits no less than $1,000,000 per accident for bodily injury and
property damage.

2) If no transportation services of any type are provided, and use of a motor vehicle is strictly
limited to travel to and from work or work sites, evidence of Personal Auto Policy coverage
with limits no less than $100,000 per person, $300,000 each accident, $50,000 property
damage may be provided in lieu of Commercial Automobile Liability Insurance.

Workers’ Compensation and Employer’s Liability:
Workers’ Compensation insurance up to policy limits and Employer Liability insurance each with
policy limits of no less than $1,000,000 per accident for bodily injury and disease. 

If Contractor maintains broader coverage and/or higher limits than the minimums shown above, the 
BCFSC requires and shall be entitled to the broader coverage and/or higher limits maintained by 
Contractor. Any available insurance proceeds in excess of the specified minimum limits of insurance 
and coverage shall be available to the BCFSC. 

DEDUCTIBLES AND SELF-INSURED RETENTIONS.
Any deductibles or self-insured retention must be declared on certificates of insurance and approved
by
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the BCFSC. At the option of the BCFSC, either the insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductibles 
or self-insured retention as respects the BCFSC, its officers, officials, employees and volunteers, or the 
Contractor shall procure a bond guaranteeing payment of losses and related investigations, claims 
administration and defense expenses.

OTHER INSURANCE PROVISIONS.
The insurance policies are to contain, or be endorsed, to contain the following provisions:

1) The BCFSC, its officers, officials, employees and volunteers are to be covered as additional
insureds on the Commercial General Liability (CGL) and Commercial Auto policies with
respect to liability arising out of work or operations performed by or on behalf of the
Contractor, including materials, parts or equipment furnished in connection with such work or
operations. General Liability coverage can be provided in the form of an endorsement to
Contractor’s insurance (at least as broad as ISO Form CG 20 10 11 85 or both CG 20 10, CG
20 26, CG 20 33, or CG 20 38 and CG 20 37 forms if later revisions are used).

2) For any claims related to this contract, Contractors insurance coverage shall be primary
insurance coverage at least as broad as ISO Form CG 20 01 04 13 as respects the BCFSC, its
officers, officials, employees and volunteers. Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by
the BCFSC, its officers, officials, employees and volunteers shall be more than Contractor’s
insurance and shall not contribute with it.

3) Each insurance policy required above shall state that coverage shall not be canceled, except
with notice to the BCFSC.

ACCEPTABILITY OF INSURANCE CARRIERS.
Insurance is to be placed with insurers who are licensed to sell insurance in the State of California and 
who possess a Best’s rating of no less than A-: VII. If the contractor’s insurance carrier is not licensed 
to sell insurance in the State of California, then the carrier must possess a best rating of at least A: 
VIII. (For Best ratings go to http://www.ambest.com/)

VERIFICATION OF COVERAGE.  
Contractor shall furnish the BCFSC certificates of insurance and original endorsements affecting 
coverage required by this clause. All certificates of insurance and endorsements are to be received and 
approved by BCFSC before work under the contract has begun. However, failure to obtain the 
required documents prior to the work beginning shall not waive the Contractor’s obligation to provide 
them. The BCFSC reserves the right to require complete, certified copies of all insurance policies 
required by this contract, at any time. 

Certificates of insurance shall state that the insuring agency agrees to endeavor to mail to BCFSC 
written notice 30 days before any of the insurance policies described herein are cancelled. Contractor 
agrees to notify BCFSC within two working days of any notice from an insuring agency that cancels, 
suspends, reduces in coverage or policy limits the insurance coverages described herein.

WAIVER OF SUBROGATION.  
Contractor hereby grants to BCFSC a waiver of any right to subrogation which any insurer of said 
Contractor may acquire against the BCFSC by virtue of payment of any loss under such insurance. 
Contractor agrees to obtain any endorsement that may be necessary to affect this waiver of 
subrogation, but this provision applies regardless of whether or not the BCFSC has received a waiver 
of subrogation endorsement from the insurer. 

The Workers’ Compensation policy shall be endorsed with a waiver of subrogation in favor of the 
BCFSC for all work performed by the Contractor, its employees, agents and subcontractors. 

SPECIAL RISKS OR CIRCUMSTANCES.
BCFSC reserves the right to modify these requirements, including limits, based on the nature of the 
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risk, prior experience, insurer, coverage, or other special circumstances.

SUBCONTRACTORS.
Subcontractors are allowed to be utilized with prior authorization from the BCFSC with 5 business 
days turn around for approval. Contractors shall include all subcontractors as insured under its policies 
or require all subcontractors to be insured under their own policies. If subcontractors are insured under 
their own policies, they shall be subject to all the requirements stated herein, including providing the 
BCFSC certificates of insurance and endorsements before beginning work under this contract.

LICENSED CONTRACTOR
Contractors shall possess any licenses required to conduct the work as defined in Scope of Work by 
the California State License Board (CSLB).
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PILE CONSTRUCTION GUIDE

A GUIDE TO ASSIST CALFIRE 
CAPTAINS IN MAINTAINING A HIGH 
STANDARD IN PILE CONSTRUCTION
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THESE METHODS CAN HELP REDUCE DAMAGE TO LANDOWNERS 
PROPERTY AND MAKE PILE BURNING SAFE AND EFFICIENT.

FIRST, FIND AN OPEN AREA.
LOOK UP. IF LIMBS ARE GOING TO HANG OVER THE PILE , THEY WILL GET BURNED. 

OUTSIDE EDGE OF PILE SHOULD BE AT LEAST 10 FEET FROM CLOSEST LIMB.
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PUT FINE FUELS ON THE GROUND

PUT HEAVY FUELS ON TOP OF THE FINE FUELS, 
STACKED TIGHTLY.  HEAVY FUELS SHOULD BE 
CUT 3 FEET OR LESS.

PUT MORE HEAVY FUELS ON THE PILE.            
(ON SOME PROJECTS, FUELS THAT ARE LARGER 
THAN 6 INCHES IN DIAMETER ARE TO BE CUT 
AND STACKED FOR FIREWOOD. CUT 16 TO 18 
INCHES LONG. STACK ONLY SOLID WOOD, NO 
ROUNDS WITH ROT IN THEM. PUT ROTTEN 
PIECES IN THE PILE)
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ADD MORE FINE FUELS.

CONTINUE STACKING FUELS.

CONTINUE WITH ALL TYPES OF 
FUELS.

LAY PAPER ON TOP OF PILE AT 3 
TO 3 ½ FEET. IF THERE IS NO 
PAPER, USE GREEN LIMBS LAYED 
ON TOP OF EACH OTHER.

FINISH PILE.  MAKE SURE IT IS 
STABLE. IT HAS TO WITHSTAND 
WINTER STORMS. 
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MAKE SURE THERE IS 
NOTHING ON THE GROUND 
THAT WILL HAVE TO BE 
REMOVED FROM THE SNOW.

REMOVE ALL LIMBS 
FROM BOLES, LARGE 
BRANCHES AND 
SMALL TREES. THIS 
MAKES THE PILE 
MUCH TIGHTER SO 
LESS MOISTURE 
GETS IN AND IS 
EASIER TO LIGHT.

DON’T REMOVE MORE THAN 
25% OF THE CANOPY. THE 
TREE WILL DIE WHEN THIS 
HAPPENS.
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WHEN PILES ARE PLACED TOO CLOSE TO 
TREES, RADIANT HEAT AND DIRECT FLAME 
CAN DESTROY THE TREE. 

OFTEN THERE WILL BE A LARGE 
AMOUNT OF FUELS IN ONE AREA. IF 
THERE IS ROOM, MAKE FEWER, LARGER 
PILES. IF THERE IS NOT ROOM, SMALLER 
TIGHTER PILES. REMEMBER, THE TALLER 
THE PILE, THE LONGER THE FLAME 
LENGTH. THE LONGER THE FLAME 
LENGTH, THE BIGGER THE  CHANCE OF 
DAMAGING TREES.
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